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Wide-Swinging Bift

Iweryone who has ever played cr_ac'(-
the-whip knows that a group moverent

must have its extreme—and that it always - '8

mon os taster and more spectaculany than

the nain body, The' present group move-
ment toward conservatism in_ American *,

potitical lite has just such-an_extreme:
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“About Jehsi Bir¢h himsclt there iy ac

il gotbt,: He, wis ‘0 heroic” fignre. He
plskmisgons

; WYDf ‘its laniguages.

htain in the Fourteenth

since. been” incorporuted i

I mhﬁe ook of the John Birch Sascict

dos ary who knew Chiuit-

The wide-swinging = bitter-enders whe,
, call themselves the John Birch Soclet ™ -
led by 8 -

“the Jalu. Birch, Sgciety ‘is

. s a US.
v nominally

“Rilled

man uamefl Robert H:W.. Welch )1 0y R . Communjsts (in. 10453)

totired candy - manufactorer {n .a togm . L SR o vad’ near. Hsuckow, ten days

Just vutside of Boston, who has 8 i'..:‘ ) : ~whrrender. - o
} o ohu Biréh's

President  Eisenhower - a - Compalinist” L . that claims
traitor. Yet Welch has enlisted afomem- , ' e gavi Yhat his death wag covered vp
bere of his dd-called council soe well: . | ' g f5t agents” in the US Gov-
kuovin pames: Spruille Braden, 4 e them ‘the present antelli-
< Assistant Secretary of Statej en Dulles, and his late "»

“Manion, former dear of the Nog %‘; - g ) "-Fq_)'i.tgr.'liu& no nation ever
Law School; T Colcnmn'Ag' s, ‘o808 - nilfs she death of an intelligence agent:

“the nations No. 1 tax’ e ! vf%(m' ' which-fs ‘what John ‘Birch, was. -
society opposes income tax=as. Anttrewd : W7 Welehi-says  he -just- happened to
* , Y oy

| pome dcross Birch’s name while he wis
"'%’@Wﬂlmugh some old Cengies
Z¥itmal sqpords. “Up antil, o little minc

o himsclf now does} o o L o
When the society came in for crifictsm -

" jast week, two Republican, congresunen
“from  California; Edgar ‘Hiestand ‘und & yehr ago, - he warites in his biog-
Johe  If. Rousselot, proudly, clat,mcx'];' : ; v : of-the Young thissionary-soldicr,, "1
membesship. “The society:as & ‘whole,” - . . _ ahied: . hogrd of Johwe Birch ..."1 -
said Hiestand, “is. a 98 per tent: dadis;. & *idading .diy “typlewfitten -pages ... |
*ated anti-Communist group.* " " oo i "beSight xp shawp Ly g
. A Pewer in Pellttess; The' John | % ‘Matter', of Coneern”s"In_this ob-
Birchers claim to have chaptérs in 34 carre and casual way, " John Birch be-
states. bt refuse to disclose their pum- “came the symbol of a Guasi-pulitieal
~ bers - because, Hicstand says, members - saciety vociférous enomgh to distarb-hoth

_“inight be. subjeet’ to persecution and at- 'Congress and the Department of Justice.
tack.” (The socicty, on thé &ther hand, e were cries in both houses of Con
admifs t6 “mean and dirty” thdfics . to gress last week for investigations— which

“achieve ity ends.)  With’ yearly " dues - . Welch. welcomes. Morcover, the wroup’s

Jof  $24. for men and, §12 tor women, . activities were said fo be “a matter of .

the group is aiming ﬁ)ﬁ“,’“lOO.(X& mem:- - &"ﬂ‘ neerh” 1o - Attorney  General - Robent .-

bers” in 1961 Modest as - this seems,, = . _ e : gmledy',#whd has been aroused by the

the ociety is Sbicoming” a politicall | gook the mame of agent Birch - - cam jgn, conducted chiefly threugl

force in cortam-axeas. In Louisiapawnd: .- 0 7 ' ' ﬂMEbf Jetters to cougressmen, to - .

Mississippi, for axample, it g infilttated, - tactics peach Chiief, Justice Earl Warren. '

it

P (such as- “front” droups) teo peach .
thie leadership of the an‘ti-int't;gniﬁaﬁi, achieve * theit “goals, and an antipathy ™ * - Last weekepd, calling Tor an-investiga-
forces (though ‘it denies halding afffl-,  toward all the social and -economic legls:, - tior, the Republican New York Herald

* Neygro sentiments). S - Talation of ‘the past 30 years. . L% Tribune said: “The “Arferican people are ©

"What the John Birchers do vot deny, . Jt.was Indianapolisd just” over two- entitled to kjow what the John Bireh So-
Bowevir. s a violent, dististé For the,.” vews ago. that candyman Robert Welch  clety is-tip to ... There ‘are cortainly.
soeral L;unﬂ'n.:"}nﬁ the .nation's churched, ' . better ways of combatting Communisim

: ,  bronght the sogiety into being with @ ]
the e of celfhin well-tried Communist specth to a group of businessmen: the " [than by] a suicidal civil war of words.”

PR

Approved For Release 2000/04/13 : 'CllA—RD'P7()_-00058.R0002(_50150040-9



